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uP TO $52 In savines 


New tool promises better look 
at recipe for lake-effect snow 


Collins pushes 
partner's brother 
for judgeship 


Lawmakers move to support Sinatra 
stirs ethics questions among experts 


Derek Gee/Buffalo News 
A resident of Depew clears a narrow path during the brief calm between two lake-effect storms in 2014. 


Study of twin 14 storms Nov. 2014 storms Scientists know this because of their 
3 1% years of research at the University at 
may improve forecasts bythe numbers ? Michigan, the Cooperative Institute for 
fi Great Lakes Research, Great Lakes Envi- 
By T.J. PIGNATARO 7 eet ronmental Research Laboratory, and En- 
SS The total number vironment and Climate Change Canada 
of snow dumped across among others. 
1l of the snow that fell during the Buffalo Niagara The trick now is to better predict colos- 
November 2014’s twin lake- region sal lake-effect storms before they develop. 
effect storms amounted to about 1° A state-of-the-art sensor called a sonic 
210 billion gallons of water. 210 billion anemometer may play a role in such fore- 
Nearly all of the moisture was sucked The equivalent in casts, according to the Great Lakes re- 
up from the surface of Lake Erie, trans- gallons of water searchers. They used data from two such 
formed into clouds and dumped in the n sensors — stationed in Toledo and Long 
form of 7 feet of snow across the Buffalo 1.22 Point, Ont. — to develop a profile of the 
Niagara region. The amount November 2014 storms. They did so by 
The storm lowered the lake level by the storms lowered 
1.22 inches. the lake level See Storm on Page A10 


Zoar Valley tragedy offers a lesson in survival 


The trail suddenly disappeared, the boy 
later told his grandmother. 

Jacob’s parents began to slip down the 
cliff and grabbed on to trees. The bark gave 
way on the tree that William Green was 
holding onto and he fell. 

Amanda Green, still holding Alexander, 
fell too. 

Jacob went toward them and he lost his 
footing. He grabbed onto branches and hit 
atree as he tumbled down before waking up 


7-year-old sought help 
after death of parents 


By MakI BECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Seven-year-old Jacob Green was hiking 
alongside his parents - William and Aman- 
da Green of South Buffalo — in Zoar Valley 
on Aug. 20 when they ended up at the edge 
of acliffmore than 100 feet high. His mother 


Amanda and William Green died 
in a fall from a cliff at Zoar Valley. 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON - John L. 
Sinatra Jr. checks all the right 
boxes for a federal judgeship. 
He excelled in school and in a 
legal career that carried him 
from Cleveland to Washing- 
ton and back home to Buffa- 
lo, where his work wins praise 
from every side of the political 
spectrum. 

But Sinatra’s brother Nick, a 
Buffalo developer, is tightly tied 
to the right side of the political 
spectrum - and to Rep. Chris 
Collins, the Republican con- 
gressman who is pushing John 
Sinatra for the federal bench. 

Collins invested between 
$3.5 million and $13 million in 
Nick Sinatra’s real estate ven- 
tures since 2014, federal re- 
cords show. Collins also loaned 
Nick Sinatra’s company at least 
$1 million two years ago. Those 
business dealings produced be- 
tween $65,000 and $350,000 
in income for the congressman 
last year. 

Then this year, Collins float- 
ed John Sinatra’s name for a 
vacant federal judgeship in 
Buffalo, and the Trump admin- 
istration did the same. 

Good-government types 
said they’re stunned that Col- 
lins is pushing his business 
partner’s brother for a lifetime 
judicial appointment. Sinatra’s 
candidacy also raises concerns 
among women lawyers because 
he would take the seat that the 


Mark Mulville/Buffalo News 
Developer Nick Sinatra is 
tightly tied to the right side 
of the political spectrum. 


Inside: TAE BUSINESS TIES 
BETWEEN COLLINS AND 
NICK SINATRA. PAGE AG 


Obama administration wanted 
to fill with Buffalo’s first-ever fe- 
male district court judge. 

Nick Sinatra refused to com- 
ment, deferring all questions to 
Collins’ office, and John Sina- 
tra did not return a request for 
comment. 

Several Buffalo lawyers - 
including Daniel C. Oliverio, 
chairman of Hodgson Russ, the 
law firm where Sinatra serves 
as a partner — praised Sinatra. 

“He certainly would have 
been on the radar screen for a 
federal judgeship without Nick 
Sinatra, Chris Collins or any- 
body else,” said Oliverio, a po- 


See Collins on Page A6 


Battles for credibility 
mark Trumps Ist year 


President still sees 
himself as outsider 


By MAGGIE HABERMAN, 
GLENN THRUSH 
AND PETER BAKER 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - Around 
5:30 each morning, President 
Trump wakes and tunes into 
the television in the White 
House’s master bedroom. He 
flips to CNN for news, moves 
to “Fox & Friends” for com- 
fort and messaging ideas, and 
sometimes watches MSNBC’s 
“Morning Joe” because, friends 
suspect, it fires him up for the 
day. 

Energized, infuriated - of- 
ten a gumbo of both - Trump 


he tweets while propped on 
his pillow, according to aides. 
Other times he tweets from the 
den next door, watching anoth- 
er television. Less frequently, 
he makes his way up the hall 
to the ornate Treaty Room, 
sometimes dressed for the day, 
sometimes still in nightclothes, 
where he begins his official and 
unofficial calls. 

As he ends his first year in 
office, Trump is redefining 
what it means to be president. 
He sees the highest office in the 
land muchas he did the night of 
his stunning victory over Hill- 
ary Clinton - as a prize he must 
fight to protect every waking 
moment, and Twitter is his Ex- 
calibur. Despite all his bluster, 
he views himself less as a titan 


carried Jacob’s little brother, Alexander,4. Their sons survived. See Greens on Page A9 grabs his iPhone. Sometimes See Trumpon Page A8 
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PTOPS F Fresh T 


Boneless Skinless 


Chicken Breast 
All Natural Big Pack, 4-5 Ib. avg. 


Premium H 


Chiquita Bananas 
The Perfect Fruit, Excellent Source of 
Potassium, Manganese, Vitamin C, 
and Vitamin B6 
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